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Asking
for the planned gift

Case study:
Describe your challenge:

Name (a fake 
one for easy 
reference)

Brief 
description 

of the 
situation

Why are they 
involved?

what do they 
want to 

accomplish 
with their 

gift?

Describe your next step:

What’s 
wonderful

to you about asking
 for a gift?
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2.

3.

Describe your next step?

Who 
will you ask next?

Note: for donor confidentiality when working 
with your partners, perhaps you use only first 

names or nicknames?

When 
will you take your 

next step?

When 
will you check in 

with your partner?
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What 
is the most 

useful thing your 
partner can do 
to support you?
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How
we will use  

the worksheet 
handout

–Russell James and Michael O’Doyle

“An estimated 70% to 80% 
of Americans engage in charitable 

giving each year. 

Conversely, only about 5% of 
Americans have a charitable 

estate plan. 

This tremendous gap suggests the 
possibility of fundamentally different 

decision-making processes involved in 
the two types of charitable activity.”



From: American Charitable Bequest Demographics, Russell James 

Why
ask?

Find a partner!
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fundraising (tools)

development (process)

resource development (strategy)

culture of 
philanthropy
(values and 
context)

Fear
of asking  

can be obvious 
or very subtle

Find a partner!



Why
people give

What’s 
Wonderful
about asking? 

Find a partner!



Asking
too soon

Ways
to ask 



What
is stopping you?

Find a partner!

Who
will you  

ask next?



Case Studies and
Real Time Examples

Who will you ask?

1. Find a Partner
2. Set a time to connect 
3. When you connect, 
    report your results

 to each other
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Lucy 
the water dog

You can get 
the book on 

Amazon!
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